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Remarks on Dr. Welt’s 30t of January Sermon before the Honfe of Commons, and on others of a 
contrary Tendency. The Necefity of curbing Pulpit-Incendiaries. The treafonabl: fraud of Arch- 
bifhop Laud and rch Oi flop Sancrott 7 altering the Coronation-Oaths of King Charles the 1/ 
and King James the IId, to make way for Fyramny. King Charles the IP's Declarations for the 


legiflative Power of Parliaments, and a limited Prerogative. 
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Country-m. FJ Want your Opinion, Mafter, of Dr. 

Weff’s Sermon, preach’d before the ho- 
nourable Houfe of Commons on the 30th of Fanz- 
ary laft ; for I find the High-flyers don’t like it at 
all, and are very angry that the Houfe fhould have 
thank’d him torit. Nay, Mafler, tam told, that 
fome of the Tribe who heard it, had their Sto- 
machs fo much turn’d, that they look’d very filly, 
and had liketo have polluted St. AZargaret’s Church, 
as they do their Chambers fometimes in a Morn- 
ing, after a Debauch over Night. 

Obf, Thofe Mens Tatte is fo much deprav’d, Ro- 
ger, that nothing will go down with them but 
what is high-feafon’d with Railing, Paffive-Obe- 
dience, and arbitrary Principles ; therefore I don’t 
wonder that they difrelifh the Doétor’s Sermon, 
which certainly deferv’d the Thanks of the Houfe, 
as much as Dr, Sac/everell’s did their Cenfure. Dr. 
Wet has acquitted himfelf Jike an honeft Man, and 
jultly blames both Sides for having a Hand in the 
Tranfgrefions which brought on Bo fatal Tragedy 
of the Day. That’s the proper Way of obferving 
it. He divided the Word aright, like a skilful 
Work-man, without loading one Party, and clear- 
ig another, accerding to the Manner of our High- 
flyers. He knew how to give King Charles the Iit 
his Due, and juftly to bewail his Murder, with- 
out blafphemou'ly comparing shis Caufe, Perfoi:, 
or Sufferings to thofe of our Saviour. He has te- 
ttify'd Zeal enough for the Church, without break- 
ing out into fcandalous Inveétives againft thofe 
who differ from her in Circumi{tantials, which the 
her felf owns to be andifierent. This is the tue 
Spirit of the Gotpel, Roger, which makes the Doctor, 
and {uch as he, the Ornaments and Support of the 
Churchy while thofe fiery Zealots of Dr. Sacheve- 
rell’s Tribe do, by their Works, make it evident, 
that they are her Scandal, and if God don’t pre- 
vent it, will be her Ruin; for they tread in the 
very Steps of thofe Men, who, by their Rage and 
Fury, brought the Nation into War and Confufi- 
on, which ended inthe Deftruction of the Sovereign, 
anda difmal Anarchy both in Church and State. 

Country-m. There have been feveral Difcourfes of 
another Tenpency, Mafter, in and about Town, 
and particularly at St. Seviours Southwark, where one 
of the Incendiaries was as liberal of his Fire and 
Brimitone, as his Friend Dr.Sackeverell, He breath- 
ed nothing but Axcsand Halters again{t thofe who 
are not of arbitrary and tyrannical Principles ; 
I hope, Mafter, this will put our Legiflature up- 
On enquiring into that, and fuch other felect Ve- 
{tries, as bring Firc-brands to the Pulpit, to fet 
both Town and Country in a #lame. There have 
been very odd Difcourics too preaci’d lately before 
worfhipful Companies in the City, by others of 
the St. Germains Zealots, one of whom beng re- 
piov'd by the worthipful Society for his Imperti- 
neice, ttood them at Defiance, and boafied, that 
he could live without his Benence, if he fhould be 
turnd out of it. There have been Harrangucs of 
the fame Nature too by the Fi------7i, A4-—-—-nes, 
and otheis; fo that the Faciton is very induftrious 
to diftufe their Boyiow thro’ the Nation, in order 








to fet ustogether by the Ears ; and Thear of I don + 
know how many young Fellows lately come from 
our Univerfities, Gc. full of the fame Spiit of 
lyranny, Perfecution, and Divifion, to promote 
Difcord in the Church and Kingdom, whichthey 


would arrogantly pretend to govern, tho’ evay 
Body fees that they don’t yet know how to govei 


themfelves, but are fittcr to be under the Pula or 


R , 


a Tutor, than magifterially to detivmine the Richt: 
of the People, and the Prerogatives of the Scenes, 
from the Pulpit. 
_ Obf. Thope our Parliament will take thofe Tinnss 
into Confideration, Roger, fince they have fo pro 
per an Occafion for it, and think of a proper 
medy by Law to prevent the Nation 
to Pieces by fuch Pulpit-tncendisrics, who iniiead 
of preachifig Faith and Repentance, and rcforia- 
ing the Peoples Morals, do ali they can to de- 
bauch their Principles. They take upon them t 
determine the Titles of crown’d Heads, and il 
molt arduous Controverfies of Siate, which don't 
belong to their Function. Here they run *quic 
contrary to the Pattern of our bleffled Saviour,th 
they pretend to be his Ambafladors. He decliid 
fo much as to determine civil Controverfics be- 
twixt private’ Men, and told them he was mot a 
Judge and Ruler in temporal Adairs, much Icfs 
would he determine the Vitles of Crowis, but 
commanded Obedience to the Powexs in Polleili- 
on. His Apoftles did the fame, they enjourd thar 
Followers to fubmit to every Ordinance of Man, 
whether to the King as fupream, ov to other Forms 
of Government, as they found them citabliflyd ; 
for our Saviour’s Kingdom not being of this Woild, 
his Followers were not to meddle with the Attatrs 
of Crowns and Conftitutions, but to leave the 
Kists av9owrivn, the human Ordinance or Conit- 
tution, to the Determination of the People, and 
States of the World, and not to invade the bic- 
vince of thofe fupreain Powers to which they wore 
commanded Subjecétion. Nothing can be mor¢ 
oppofiie to thofe Gofpel Commands, than the Pra- 
ctice of our high-flying Clergy, who every Day 11- 
vade the fovercign Power of Great Britain, which 
by our Conftitution is lodgd in Queen and Par- 
liament; but they have all along made it thar Pu- 
finefs to put afunder what God and our Laws have 
join d together,and tohavethe Power of Parliaments 
{wallow d up by the Crown. Thusin King Charles 
the Ift’s Time they did what they could to de- 
prive us of Parliaments, allow’d the King a Povw- 
cr to levy Money without them, and made it 
Dam nation for the People torefufeto pay it. They 
lodg’d the fole Power of Leciflature in the Prince, 
and cali’d the Houfe of Commons an Excreicenes 
upon the Body politick, likea Wart on the Body 
natural. In King Charles the lId’s Time they ab- 
horr’d the calling of Parliamenis, and in fis and 
King James the Vd’s Time preach’d up the d:t- 
penfing Vower, ‘ull it came to be made ute of a- 
cainit them. 

Country-m. J with we had fach a Law here 2: 
they have in Flolland, M (ler, to fend factious Cle 
evemen a Stuff and a J air of Shoes, and orderthom 
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one; if they meddle with Affairs or State 1p 
eae Pulpits. tan fare "tis much more reafonable 
here, fice we have 26 Bifhops in Parliament to 
take Care of the Church ; whereas in Holland tl ie § 
roteone Clergy-man that has or canhave any Yote 
in the civil Government. 

Obj. Your Argument 1s very good, Roger ; but 
nothing lefs will ferve our High-flyers, than a G¢- 
Spotical Power in Matters of Church and State. 
We have lately had it provd beyond a Poffibility 
of Reply, that the imperious Faction have impos d 
vron us, by their own Authority, a falfe Clauie, 
relating to the Power of the Church in her 2oth 
Article : and 1 tha'l now give you a Couple of In- 
(tances of their treafonable Fraud, by impofing up- 
on us in the original Contraét betwixt King and 
People, not only without, but contrary yo the ex- 
pets Authority of Parliament ; fo that two of 
their Arch-bifhops afflum’d as much Power to them- 
felves over this Kingdom, as ever Bellarmine aicnib- 
ed to the Pope. 

Ciuntry-m, That’saheavy Charge, Mafter. Pray 
how do you make it out? 

Obf. Thave very good Authors for it, Roger. The 
firttis the Lord Chief Baron Atkins, whom every 
one mult own to have keen a great and learn- 
ed Lawyer. In his Speech to Sir William Afbhur{f, 
Lord-Mayor elect of London, when he came to be 
fworn in the Exckeguer the 30th of October 1693, 
the Lord Chief Baron tells us, that Arch-bifhop 
Laud, when he crown’d King Charles the lit, ftruck 
out that Part of the ancient Coronation-Oath, 
xhich oblig’d tbe King to confent to fuch Laws as the 
People {ould chufe, and inferted another in its Stead, 
for faving the Kings Prerogative, as we have it in 
the fecond Volume of State-Tra¢ts, publifh’d in 
1706, pag. 362. The fecondis pag. 93 of that 
fame Volume, for which the Author refers to the 
Royal Book, kept by the Dean of We/fminffer, and 
to Sandford s Account of the Coronation of King \ames 
the Ila, waen Arch-bifhop Saacroft play’d the like 
Trick with the, Coronation-Oath, put in the fame 
Salvo for the Prerogative, and curtail’d the Claufe 
by which the King was oblig’d to conform to the 
People, the Laws of St. Edward, but kept in that 
for the Franchifes granted by the faid King to the 
Popith Clergy. The fame is alfo taken Notice of 
by the Lord Chief Baron Akins, in his Speech a- 
bove-mention’d, and the Form of the Oath admi- 
nifter'd by Arch-bifhop Laud, is own'd by Dr. Hey- 
lin in his Life, pag. 143+ and that he made feveral 
Alterations and Additions ; fo that the Fa@ is un- 
controvertible ; and Aylin tells us in the fame 
Place, that Land finding the old Crucifix among .the 
Regalia, he plac‘d it alio, by his own Authority, up- 
on the Altar at the Time of the King’s taking the 
Coronation-Oath ; fo that he was {worn upon the 
Crucifix, as well as upon the Gofpels, and the 
whole Ceremony was perform’d by Land, tho’ it 
belong’d to the Lord-Keeper Williams, then Dean 
of We/timinfer ; but he was known to be a bettet 
Pgotettant and Englifb-man, than to be guilty of 
{uch an Invafion upon our Religion and Liberties ; 
therefore Land was pitch'd upon as.a Perfon of a 
more fupple Coufcience. 

Country-m. B'efs me, Mafter, what could the Pope 
have done more ? Thofe two Arch-bifhops did as 
actually in this Matter fet themfelves above all that 
is call'd God, ‘as ever the Pope did: They affum’d a 
Power over both King and Parliament, to alter the 
Coronation-Oath appointed by Law, as the origi- 
nal Contract betwixt them and their People. This 
was to fet the Mitre above the Crown with a Ven- 
Peances 

Ol. They had Recourfe to fome miferable Shifts, 
Rozer, to palliate the Matter ; and tho’ they own’d 
that it was contrary to the Coronation-Oath takén 
by King Fames the [{t, they pretended it was agrec- 
able to other ancient Forms ; but the Falfehood of 
that is apparent, for the Author ef the Reflexions 
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upor King, James the Ild's Corouation TF 
above-mention d, gives us King Edward tis (Thq", 
Coronation-Oath, as itis foundin ; £¢.- 7 23 

d atl ‘4 ; “ese Tatty. 
M. 24. dorfo, with that Ciaute for o>, Sduarg 
Laws, without any Salvo for the Prcrogative hy 
appeals to the Book of Oatlis kept by the Deap of 
ke ea ae at Takes ; ns c 
Wejtminfrer for the Truth of at, and tO prove the 


Arch-bilhops. It wall be of no Ufe to them i 
ledge the Commufion of thoie two Kings va 
jultsfy this Inncvation; for as our Conititatio: 
does not allow our Kings to difpenfe with any vr 
of Parliament, much lefs does it allow thi to 
alter the fundamental Rights of the Nation. ge 
ferv'd to us by the criginal Contraét, an? Mas. 
na Charta, which Leing the Bafis of our Govern 
ment, are more facred and invio'able, than an 
particular Law ; and the Ma:na Charta particular. 
ly was from Age to Age, appointed to be read jn 
the Churches at certain iimes of the Year, that al} 
the People of England might be acquainted with 
their Birth-Right, and duly inform’d of the Fy. 
tcnt of the King’s l’rerogative. 

Country-m. 1 with, Matter, we had a Law to en. 
join it {tll, at leaft. fo far as it fuits wiiti the Re. 
formation ; nor do I fee any Keaton why cur pre. 
fent Coronation-Oath, efltablith’d by .the cit of 
William and Adary, Cap. 6. and the Declaretion of 
our Rights eftablithd by the 36th of that Reign 
fhould not be annually rvad in the Churches at cer. 
tain Times; for fince {o many of cur Clergy are too 
apt to forget them, twere not amils that the People be 
duly inform’d of the original Contiact betwixt theiz 
Sovereign and them, and that our Government is a 
limited, and not an abjolute Monarchy, as the 
High-Hyers would have it. 

Obj. i fee no Hurt in your Motion, Roger; for I 
think it high Time that our Parliaments thould af 
ferttheir own Authority, when Pulpit-Inccadiaries 
are become foihfolent as to demur to their Jurifdi- 
ction, and queéftion their Power. King( karles the If 
in his Anfwer to the 19 Propotitions of the Partia- 
iment, p. 96. owns, That our Laws are jointly wade ly 
Kings, Lords, and Commons ; in his Declaration trom 
Newmarket, That the Law ts the A Leajure of his Power ; 
and in his Declaration to the Minilters and Free- 
holders of the County of York, That hu Prerog atives 
are built upon the Laws of the Land. So that we have 
repeated Declarations by the Royal Martyr, againft 
that treafonable Doctrine of the abfolute and unli- 
mited Power of the Prince, and of running down 
the Lesiflative Authority or Parliament, which you 
know I defended againit the Faétion’s late Oracle, 
the Rehearfer, and other Champions of Slavery. 

Country-m. Aye, Matter, by thefe Declarations 
the Martyr does alfo acknowledge, that he recciv'd 
his Power from the People, tho’ our High-tHyers 
would fain explode that Doctrine ; for fince he 
confefles, that his Power and Prerogative were built 
on the Laws of the Land, we know that thofe 
Laws were chofen by the People, as all our anci- 
ent Coronation-Oaths teftify ; fo that if they chote 
the Laws, they alfo chofe the King; for his 
Power was deriv'd from thofe Laws, as he himielf 
confefles. 

Obf. However that Doétrine has been exp'ojed 
of late fiom the Pulpit, Roger, it was always the 
Doétiine of our Law. The Lord-Chancellor fur- 
teface taught it to one of the ercate(t Kings we cvet 
had, in his Book de Laddibus Legum Angliz, Cap: 
13. viz. That he was rais'd to that Dignity to dejid 
his Subjetts, and fomthisend enrrufted with a Pow:r &ty 
riv'd {from the People. 
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Advertifement. 


Ge Gentlemen, who have any Thing re communicats tg 
the Author of this Paper, are defir’d to direét in te he sca 
with LB, Bragse in PatersNofter-Row, for the Oblicrvatory 
Pott pay’d. Where Advertifements are taken in. 
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